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OABH ANNUAL MEETING MAY 10, 2011 – Mark your calendar now and plant to attend the OABH Annual Meeting held May 10, 2011. The Annual Meeting will be held in conjunction with the Public Health Combined Conference at the Doubletree Hotel, Columbus, OH.  The Public Health Combined Conference is a great time to meet with other state and national public health officials, receive up to the minute public health information and network with other local board of health members of Ohio. More information will soon be available. Special sessions for OABH members: “Board of Health Guidance – Resolutions, Motions, Laws, etc.” with Jim Watkins, Williams County Health Department and Jeff Clark, Ohio Attorney General’s office; “Ohio’s Public Health Council – What it is, what it does” with Rosemary Chaudry, OSU College of Nursing. Immediately before the Annual Meeting, Michael McGinness , from CDC will be speaking,
UPCOMING WEBINAR – OABH will host a webinar on Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 6 pm. There are only 22 spots available. Click here to register.  This webinar, led by Joe Durham, JD will focus on the Board of Health as employees of their local board of health issue. To register for this webinar, click here. If you are unable to be a part of the webinar, there is a reference document that can be found at http://ohiopublichealth.org/associations/4972/files/IRS%20Guidance.pdf
LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT NEWS – The Mahoning County District Board of Health was one of 19 local health departments in the U.S. to participate in the “beta test” of voluntary accreditation standards by the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) in 2010.  Although the preparation for review required a considerable amount of staff time (362 hours), we felt that the experience was helpful in focusing our health department on “doing the right things right” and getting us ready for the “first in line” privilege to seek accreditation from PHAB next year.  We were pleased that the PHAB site visitors by-and-large agreed with the results of our self assessment, finding that we were able to demonstrate conformity with 87.6% of the 202 performance measures.  PHAB’s report of our site visit is posted on our homepage at www.mahoninghealth.org.  
Grace Duncan Scholarship - OABH is now awarding the Grace Duncan Scholarship to assist someone to attend the NALBOH Annual Conference. This scholarship is awarded in memory of Grace Duncan. As a member of the Barberton City (OH) Board of Health and a member of the Ohio Association of Boards of Health (OABH) Grace was involved with the formation of NALBOH. This began in 1991, when she participated in a meeting of five state associations of boards of health where it was decided to form a national organization of local boards of health. In 1992 NALBOH was officially formed and Grace was one of three signers of the articles of incorporation as a non-profit corporation in the state of Ohio. In 1995 she was elected to the NALBOH Board of Trustees as one of two State Association Affiliate Trustees. She served in this position until 1998 when she was elected as NALBOH’S President- Elect. In 1999 as President of NALBOH she oversaw the beginning growth of a NALBOH staff. Upon the completion of her term on the NALBOH Board, at the end of 2000, she remained active as an Emeritus member where she continued to volunteer for committee work and was a major voice in bringing the NALBOH annual conference to Cleveland, OH in 2001. Her guidance and commitment to the role of a citizen board of health was always an inspiration to NALBOH & OABH. The requirements for the $500 scholarship are: (1) membership with OABH and (2) has never attended the NALBOH Conference before. The scholarship form is also enclosed with this newsletter. The winner will be announced at the OABH Annual Meeting. Deadline to submit the scholarship form is April 15, 2011.
Distinguished Service Award – This award is available on an annual basis to give special recognition to an OABH member who has (have) performed exceptional service to the public health by the promotion or enhancement of local boards of health and the association. This award is to be given only when deemed appropriate, not necessarily annually. If you wish to nominate a person for this award the criteria is: (1) must be an active member of OABH, (2) has at least five years of extraordinary service to the association and to their local health department, (3) has been involved in activities of the association, beyond the board of directors meetings, (4) has promoted membership to the association through their actions & activities, (5) has represented the association in a respectful and professional manner, (6) has demonstrated a true desire to enhance community health through public health activities, providing leadership, supporting their health department and the association and (7) has continually aided in the development of the association. Please visit: http://ohiopublichealth.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=13 to download the form. The submission must be postmarked no later than March 21, 2011. The Award will be presented at the OABH Annual Meeting.
2011 ACHIEVE Communities Announced – In early February, NACCHO announced the selection of ten 2011 ACHIEVE communities. These ten communities join 30 others selected this year by the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors, National Recreation and Park Association, and Y-USA. Selected communities will work to improve the health of their residents by instituting policy, system, and environmental changes that make the healthy choice the easy choice. Congratulations to Columbus, Delaware County, and Miamisburg, Ohio for being selected as ACHIEVE Communities! For more information, click here. 

The 12th Annual Ned E. Baker Lecture in Public Health – Using Social Marketing to Strengthen Public Health Policies featuring Kristen Grimm, Founder and President, Spitfire Strategies, Thursday, March 31, 2011, lecture is at 4-5:30 p.m. and a reception at 5:30 p.m. at Bowling Green State University, 228 Bowen-Thompson Student Union, Bowling Green, OH. This lecture will also be webcast to off-site viewers. Both the lecture and reception are free and open to the public. For information, contact Jennifer Wagner (indicate "Baker Lecture" in the subject line) at baker@bgsu.edu or 419-372-7773. Lecture viewers may e-mail questions for the speaker to: baker@bgsu.edu.

NACCHO – is pleased to announce an outstanding response to the 2010 Profile of Local Health Departments study. The purpose of the Profile study is to develop a comprehensive and accurate description of local health department infrastructure and practice. To access a copy of the 2010 Profile survey: http://www.naccho.org/topics/infrastructure/profile/resources/2010report/index.cfm
HHS releases new strategic plan to advance vaccine and immunization science and policy for the next decade – The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services today unveiled a new National Vaccine Plan to enhance coordination of all aspects of federal vaccine and immunization activities. Its goal is to ensure that all Americans can access the preventive benefits of vaccines. The plan is a wide-ranging guide to innovating the nation’s vaccine system. It addresses such issues as research and development, supply, financing, distribution, safety, global cooperation, and informed decision-making among consumers and health care providers. This is the first update of the National Vaccine Plan since the original version in 1994. To read more: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/02/20110216b.html
ARCHIVED WEBINARS & PRESENTATIONS – NALBOH has several resources that your board of health may find helpful. A few of the webinars are: Steps  Boards of Health Can Take to Develop a Strategic Plan: Provides information on how to create a strategic plan for a board of health by detailing the steps needed for development and by listening to examples from the field; Health Department Budgets:  This webinar is designed to provide boards of health and public health governing entities with a local health director’s experience with health department budgets and how the board of health is consistently and appropriately engaged in the process. Torney Smith, Health Administrator for Spokane County is the featured speaker; and Policy Development:  This webinar looks at the development of public health policy from several angles. The first portion of the webinar provides an overview of policy development and some key concepts to consider through the development process.  To access this information: http://www.nalboh.org/Events.htm#archivedWebinars. You will need to provide basic information to begin the webinar.
Measuring the Health of the Public – The Institute of Medicine released the first of three RWJF-commissioned reports on public health. The United States spends more money on health care than any other country in the world, but there's much more to good health than getting health care from doctors and hospitals. In fact, life expectancy in the United States ranks 49th among all nations, and infant mortality rates are higher in the United States than in many less-affluent nations. A new Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)-commissioned Institute of Medicine (IOM) report argues that America’s less-than-stellar standing in these population health measures stems in part from inadequacies in the country’s system for gathering, analyzing and communicating health information that focuses not just on clinical care data but on the underlying factors that contribute to poor health, such as health behaviors and social determinants. The IOM report, For the Public’s Health: The Role of Measurement in Action and Accountability, reinforces the urgency to address health where it starts—in our homes, schools, jobs and communities. Read more: http://www.rwjf.org/publichealth/product.jsp?id=71551
Have news of your Local Board of Health? – The OABH newsletter is a great way to share details about success programs, current news, begin to network with other board, etc. If you would like to contribute information please contact Gil Baker (grlbbake@frontier.net) or Becky Stewart (oabh_2@yahoo.com).  We would like to include your information in a future Board Briefs.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Important Dates

March 21, 2011 – Deadline for Distinguished Service Award submission
April 5, 2011 – BOH Members as Employees Webinar
April 15, 2011 – Deadline for Grace Duncan Scholarship form

May 9 - 11, 2011 – Public Health Combined Conference 
May 10, 2011 – OABH Annual Meeting 
September 7-9, 2011 – Annual NALBOH Conference "Public Health: Effective Governance, Strong Leadership, Engaged Citizens"– Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.
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OABH Board of Directors


President, Gilman Baker, Lorain County
Past-President, Alice Davis, RN, Wood County
Secretary, Denise Allen, Trumbull County
Treasurer, Vivian McCullough, Lorain County
NE District, Denise Allen, Trumbull County  
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NW District, Carol Lynch, RN, Seneca County
SE District, Joe Weaver, Franklin County
SW District, Melvin Johnson, PhD, Greene County
Small City, John Gwinn, PhD, Kent City

Large City, Vacant
110 A Northwoods Blvd.
Columbus, OH 43235

Phone 614-785-9303
Fax 614-781-9558
