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OABH Annual Business Meeting Wrap Up – The 2010 OABH Annual Business Meeting was held in conjunction with the Public Health Combined Conference at the Doubletree Hotel, Columbus, OH on May 11.  The business meeting included a free reception; guests included health commissioners and ODH representatives. Joe Mazzola, ODH LHD Liaison was introduced to everyone and spoke of his availability to OABH and local boards of health. The changes to the OABH by-laws were approved and the election of officers held. Those elected to serve in 2010 are:

NORTHEAST DIRECTOR: Denise Allen, Trumbull County 

SOUTHEAST DIRECTOR: Joe Weaver, Franklin County 


NORTHWEST DIRECTOR: Carol Lynch, Seneca County

SOUTHWEST DIRECTOR: Melvin Johnson, Greene County


SMALL CITY: John Gwinn, Kent City
The 2011 Annual OABH Business Meeting will be held in conjunction with the 2011 PHCC, May 9-11, 2011.
UPDATE – NALBOH Annual Conference – Denise Allen, Trumbull County, won a free registration to the 18th Annual NALBOH Conference in Omaha, Nebraska. She will be attending for the first time and is anxious to experience the conference. Other OABH board members will be attending as well. We look forward to hearing about her attendance.

State Agency Efforts to Track Federal Health Reform – ODH  is participating in an inter-agency workgroup to analyze, monitor and maximize Ohio’s opportunities related the recently- passed federal health care reform legislation.  State agency leads have been identified for each major concept in the bill – click here to view the spreadsheet.  Initial analysis is underway by each state agency as assigned, with priority given to those measures that will be implemented first.  AOHC will continue to work ODH and other state agencies to assure opportunities for local health districts as the implementation continues.  Additionally, you can sign up to receive e-mail updates on specific provisions and check the site regularly for updated guidance and information at www.healthcarereform.ohio.gov. 

CDC Vital Signs – is a new monthly report designed to provide the latest data and information on key health indicators.  These are cancer prevention, obesity, tobacco use, alcohol use, access to health care, HIV/AIDS, motor vehicle passenger safety, health care-associated infections, cardiovascular health, teen pregnancy and infant mortality, asthma, and food safety. To view this month’s focus topic: cancer screening and prevention click here.  
 

2010 NALBOH Profile of Local Boards of Health – This survey will be launched online this fall. All local board of health chairpersons/presidents should complete the survey. Make sure that your board is represented by sending your board name, the name of your chair/president, and an email address to: profile@nalboh.org.
 
11th Annual Ned E. Baker Lecture in Public Health Webcast – The lecture held April 8, 2010 is now available via interactive webcast.  This lecture titled “A Growing Hunger: The Nation’s Demand for Food Safety and Nutrition Information” featured a panel of experts moderated by Bruce Dart, President of NACCHO. Please click here to view the webcast. 
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20th Anniversary of Americans with Disabilities Act – July 26, 2010 is the 20th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which protects over 50 million Americans. Although many obstacles have been removed because of the ADA, people with disabilities still face barriers to good health. Over 50 million Americans, or 1 in 5 people, are living with at least one disability, and most Americans will experience a disability some time during the course of their lives. These Americans are protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which has helped remove or reduce many social and physical barriers for people with disabilities. To read more, click here.
Governance Champion Program – NALBOH introduces the “Governance Champions” (GC) program, a mentorship based initiative for boards of health. Governance Champions serve as mentors for board of health members in their respective state and help deliver timely, appropriate messages about the National Public Health Performance Standards Program, Public Health Accreditation, and quality improvement practices.  The Governance Champions program is an on-going process, with new champions continually recruited. If you are interested in becoming a Governance Champion and working with boards of health in your state, please complete the application and fax to Yolanda Savage-Narva at (202) 218-4414. To download the Governance Champion Application form click here.

New: The Local Health Department Workforce – This report uses data from the 2005 and 2008 National Profile of Local Health Department studies to provide supplemental information on the LHD workforce that was not available in the main 2008 Profile report. Topics covered include trends on specific occupations; LHD top executives; staff recruitment and retirement; workforce development; and changes in staff size. This is a great resource for LHD leaders and staff, program evaluators, policy analysts, and public health researchers who want to know more about the public health workforce To download this publication click here.
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Health Departments in the News – With children in Ohio ranked as the 12th most obese in the country, officials at the local level are implementing some programs to address the problem. The Defiance County Health Department recently held a Get Fit Kids Camp for children ages 5-10. The camp was funded through the Child and Family Health Services Grant from the state. Twenty-seven children attended the camp. To read more click here.
Updated Community Guide Website is a Valuable No-cost Resource – The Guide to Community Preventive Services redesigned its website to better meet the needs of those who want to know what works to promote public health and safety in their communities. The new website makes it easy to find the evidence-based recommendations and findings made by the Task Force on more than 210 interventions. To view, click here. 
More States Reach 30 Percent Obesity Rate – Obesity is common, serious and costly. Promote policies and programs at school, at work and in the community that make the healthy choice the easy choice. The obesity epidemic affects every state, according to a new CDC report. No state met the country's Healthy People 2010 goal to lower obesity to 15 percent. The report also makes recommendations on how to reverse the epidemic. To read more, click here.
Community Health Status Indicators Report – The goal of Community Health Status Indicators (CHSI) is to provide an overview of key health indicators for local communities and to encourage dialogue about actions that can be taken to improve a community’s health. The CHSI report was designed not only for public health professionals but also for members of the community who are interested in the health of their community. The CHSI report contains over 200 measures for each of the 3,141 United States counties. To view this report, click here.
Legal Authority For Local Boards of Health – Using this new online tool, you can view information pertaining to local boards of health (BOH) and the legal authority granted to those boards.  You can also submit comments and questions pertaining to the information provided in this database. You can search by state, by topic, or by keyword. To view, click here.
Have news of your Local Board of Health? – The newsletter is a great way to share details about success programs, current news, begin to network with other board, etc. If you would like to contribute information please contact Gil Baker (grlbbake@verizon.net) or Becky Stewart (oabh_2@yahoo.com).  We would like to include your information in a future Board Briefs.
Public Health Leaders Using Social Media to Convey Emergencies: New Tools a Boon – What some people might think of as online entertainment or a fun way to stay in touch with friends has turned into a communications boon for the public health community, particularly in times of crisis. Social media tools such as Twitter and Facebook are allowing public health officials to reach out fast and directly to the public on everything from salmonella-related food recalls to disease outbreaks and weather emergencies. To read more, click here.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Important Dates

Board Meeting – August 25, 2010




AOHC Fall Conference 50th Annual Meeting of State and Local Health Officials – September 20-22, 2010
APHA 138th Annual Meeting & Exposition – Nov 6-10, 2010
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
OABH Board of Directors

President, Gilman Baker, Lorain County
President-Elect, Pat DiTommaso, DO, Trumbull County
Past-President, Alice Davis, RN, Wood County
Secretary, Denise Allen, Trumbull County
Treasurer, Vivian McCullough, Lorain County
NE District, Denise Allen, Trumbull County  
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NW District, Carol Lynch, RN, Seneca County
SE District, Joe Weaver, Franklin County
SW District, Melvin Johnson, PhD, Greene County
Small City, John Gwinn, PhD, Kent City

Large City, Vacant
110 A Northwoods Blvd.
Columbus, OH 43235

 Phone 614-785-9303
Fax 614-781-9558
