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17th Annual NALBOH Conference, July 1-3, 2009, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Improving Public Health through Leadership and Knowledge
The National Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH) Annual Conference provides board of health members, senior agency officials and national public health leaders with an opportunity to expand their knowledge of public health. The conference is designed to provide attendees with the most current information about public health issues, products and services available.

The NALBOH Annual Conference will include five three hour educational workshops. The workshops are Board of Health Orientation Part 1, An Introduction to Financial Ratio and Trend Analysis, National Public Health Performance Standards Program: Defining the Relationship between Boards of Health and the Local Public Health Department,   Core Competencies: Creating a High Performing Health Department Supportive of a QI Culture and Legal Preparedness Workshop. Further information and registration can be found at the NALBOH website (nalboh.org).
Administration News
In September 2008 Beth Adamson, OABH Executive Director, resigned. At the December 2008 Annual OABH Meeting the Board of Directors voted to enter into a joint venture with the AOHC (Association of Ohio Health Commissioners). Beth Bickford, AOHC Executive Director, is now the OABH statutory agent and Becky Stewart is the primary contact person for OABH at AOHC. 
OABH Board Report
The OABH Board of Directors held a regularly scheduled meeting on March 12, 2009 at the MCL Restaurant in Westerville, OH.  Seven board members were present as well as Becky Stewart, AOHC Administrative Assistant.  Richard Neal has retired from the City of Akron Board of Health and the OABH Board of Directors.  A new appointee will be selected to fill the position of Large City Director. The OABH Board voted to have the AOHC office issue checks and pay bills for OABH, with the condition that any check over $2,000.00 would be co-signed by Vivian McCullough, OABH Treasurer or Gilman Baker, OABH President.  The motion was approved unanimously. Vivian will audit monthly reports. 

Becky Stewart reported that 65 of the local boards of health have paid their dues for 2009 to OABH.  A letter will be sent out by the OABH President to non-member health departments to encourage them to join OABH. Last year there were 85 local boards of health that were members of OABH. 

Approval was made to send certificates of appreciation to two long time board members. Richard Neal has served on the OABH Board in addition to the Akron City Board of Health. Lucy Pierce from Athens County has served on the local board of health. 

Becky Stewart discussed the OABH webpage within the Ohio Public Health Partnership website.  This can be found at ohiopublichealth.org. Becky will update the website as information is available. .

John Gwinn is serving on the OVAT (Ohio Volunteer Accreditation Team) Legislature Committee. Gil Baker has been attending the AOHC Public Affairs Committee meetings.  This committee studies and reports on the legislative bills being presented to the Ohio legislature concerning public health. The Ohio Department of Health and Environmental Protection Agency representatives are also in attendance to report on happenings in their respective organizations. OABH board member Alice Davis reported on SALBOH (State Association of Local Boards of Health) conference calls. Gil Baker serves on the SALBOH board representing Ohio.  He attended a two day combined meeting with SALBOH and NALBOH in Bowling Green, OH on April 1st and 2nd.  This was an opportunity for Gil to meet with the officers of both associations.
10th Annual Ned E. Baker Lecture in Public Health
Did you miss the Ned E. Baker Lecture in Public Health, "Building a Healthier America"? If so, you can view the webcast at nalboh.org. This lecture focused on our health system at the federal, state, and local levels. A panel of experts from the field shared their insights and lessons learned in an effort to encourage a uniform approach to moving from health care to health. A DVD of this lecture is available from NALBOH (nalboh.org or 419-353-7714).
Future Communication

Do we have your email address? Future issues of the Board Briefs will be sent via email. We want to make sure you receive this important information. If we do not have your email address, please send it to us, oabh_2@yahoo.com. Thanks!!

Member Resources 

There are brochures available for local board of health members that give insight on the role and responsibilities of local board of health members. The brochures available are: 


BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER GUIDE TO ROLES AND RESPONSIBILTIES   

BEING AN EFFECTIVE LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBER-- Your Role in the Local Public Health System 

        
ORIENTATION BOOKLET FOR NEW BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS

Copies of these resources are available on the webpage and from the OABH office at 614-221-6341. 

If desired, meetings for new board members can be held in your local area. Contact Becky Stewart (614-221-6341 or oabh_2@yahoo.com) or Gil Baker (440-610-9515, cell phone or email grlbbake@verizon.net) if you wish to discuss this opportunity.
Have news of your Local Board of Health

The newsletter is a great way to share details about success programs, current news, begin to network with other board, etc. If you would like to contribute information please contact Gil Baker or Becky Stewart.  We would like to include your information in a future Board Briefs.
Open Letter
To All OABH members,

Over the past six months Ohio Insurance Services has worked with AOHC to develop a unique healthcare opportunity for Ohio Health Departments. On April 15th the AOHC Board of Directors met and unanimously approved to move forward with the AOHC Group Healthcare Program. We hope that you have already been introduced to this program through your Health Department. Participating Health Departments will realize substantial advantages over many of their current plans (including plans offered through the County). 

We have 48 Health Departments with over 1,300 employees participate in the initial development of this plan. Participating groups will benefit from the plan by realizing cost savings, rate stability, plan flexibility, shared renewal dates and a custom designed integrated wellness program.

This program will be available starting with a July 1st effective date with an 18 month rate guarantee. Enrollment will continue through January 1, 2010. In order to arrive at a common renewal date, all AOHC Health Departments will renew January 1, 2011.

We are already receiving the final application paperwork from many of the participating Health Departments. We are excited for these groups to begin to take advantage of this program. If you feel that your Health Department is not currently in the process of participating in this program, we would like to ensure that they are aware of the opportunity. If you have any questions regarding this program or might like to participate. Please contact Ohio Insurance Services Agency, Inc.

Sincerely,

Frank D. Harmon

Brian P. Savage  

Megan M. Toitch
Ohio Insurance Services Agency, Inc.

8120 Corporate Blvd.

(800) 989-9095  -  Office

Plain City, OH 43064

(614) 873-2916  -  Fax

____________________________________________________________________________________
Important Dates
Board of Directors Meeting - June 18, 2009

AOHC Fall Conference - September 28-30, 2009
____________________________________________________________________________________
OABH Board of Directors

President, Gilman Baker, Lorain County
President-Elect, Dr. Pat DiTommaso, Trumbull County
Past-President, Alice Davis, Wood County
Secretary, Denise Allen, Trumbull County
Treasurer, Vivian McCullough, Lorain County
NE District, Denise Allen, Trumbull County                
NW District
SE District, Robert Cottrill, Fairfield County
SW District, Melvin Johnson, Greene County
Small City, Grace Duncan, Barberton City
Large City
Director at Large, Alice Davis, Wood County
Director at Large, John Gwinn, Kent City
Director at Large, Carol Lynch, Seneca County
Director at Large, Carol Remington, Holmes County
Director at Large, Betty Woods, Wood County
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